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AN EXPECTED ATTACK ON PENSACOLA, 1816
Pensacola, 14 Aug. ‘16
[John Inneratity to James Innerarity]
My dear Brother,
I wrote you a very hurried letter yesterday,
since then we have rec’d. a [illegible] Orleans Newspapers down to the 6th Inst in which there are several
articles relative to the Insurgent Flotilla. 1 It was generally conjectured that their destination was for
Pensa. until the 3d when the paper states (on what
they call the best authority) that they had sailed for
Matagorda-This is, however the only intimation of
this circumstance-the accounts are contradictory;
private letters in town and Consul Murphy give it as
their opinion that they really intended to attack Pensacola, & instead of the public mind being lulled by
the report of their having sailed for Matagorda, it is
on the contrary roused to greater activity & enthusiasm.
Two batteries will be completed to-morrow, one at
the East end of the town under the direction of Don
Pedro Reggio; the other on the Sand height just below Guillemard’s and constructed under his direction.
It is really pleasing to see the alacrity with which
all hands without exception of persons have turned
1

During the revolts of Mexico and the other Spanish provinces to the south, through which they gained their independence, numerous expeditions were openly organized and fitted
out at New Orleans and other ports by the insurgents and adventurers of the United States without regard for the neutrality of this country. It was commonly believed that without this aid these revolutions must have failed.
This letter is in continuation of the series of documents,
survivals of the records of Panton, Leslie and Co., the publication of which has been continuous in the QUARTERLY. These
are in the possession of Mrs. John W. Greenslade, who has
transcribed them.
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out, working in the water, sand & all kinds of labour.
Another Battery is about to be erected on the heights
close to the Church & Barrancas reinforced.
Patroles for observation on the Coast as far as
PerdidoIn short the public is animated by a
common enthusiasm and I assure you I am quite tranquil as to the result unless they are in greater force
than what I expect. Ac’res told Mr. Forbes that he
was under the impression at the time you first learned
the report that it was merely intended as a sport to
see how far it would obtain belief from you. But his
impression was evidently erroneous as the information
has come through a variety of channels, & yet somehow or other it has never gained my serious belief,
altho’I have taken the precaution since the 12th. to
send my family to Limbaugh’s in company with
Madame Coulon, her sister, Mme Guillemard, Minet,
Alix, Mme Chevalier, Mme Maxent, Mme Ciril Morant & all the children-A number of other ladies have
left town-Mme Lozada’s family for Fish River &c.
I enclose you Doyle’s report.
7 P. M Penny has arrived & we have just done
perusing your letters which we will answer by him.
My letter of yesterday Pr Antonio Soto who is also,
the bearer of the present inclosed P 148 1/2 in Bk notes
You must not be surprised at the hurried manner
in which I write you-All our attention is taken up
in rendering our quota of utility to the public defence.
Many thanks, my Dr Brother, for your kind offer, I
flatter myself the storm will soon blow over. I ever am
Yours most affectionately
J OHN I NNERARITY

Pray have you got Mr. Forbes’s Actinomatic spy glass
with several tubes and the Mother 0 Pearl Scale for
ascertaining distances as he wants it, also the I vol
of Moliere
Do
Corneille
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